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Research at the World Bank

Research is central to how the World Bank generates and shares development 
knowledge:

• Policy Research Working Papers (PRWPs) - around 350 published each year, 
freely available to the public

• Flagship Reports - high-profile publications such as the World Development 
Report, widely cited by governments and researchers worldwide

• Other products - regional studies, country diagnostics, and technical notes that 
inform operations on the ground

Together, these products make the World Bank one of the largest producers of 
development research in the world.



Why Reproducibility Matters

Credibility

Errors are caught before 
publication, not after.

Transparency

Findings are traceable and 
verifiable, not taken on trust.

Better science

Open data and code let others 
build on findings, accelerating 

research



World Bank Reproducible Research Initiative

• Piloted in September 2023

Reproducibility encouraged for all formal publications 

• Scaled up in September 2025

Reproducibility required for all Policy Research Working Papers (that include 
empirical work)

• Internal reproducibility team verifies packages and provides tools and training for 
staff

• Verified packages publish to the World Bank’s Reproducible Research Repository 
(https://reproducibility.worldbank.org)



Types of products

Policy Research 
Working Papers

Flagships and 
Reports

Journal Articles Data products 

World Development

Report

Business Ready

World Governance

Indicators

Women, Business,

and Law

All papers with 
empirical work 

- World Development 
Report

- Business Ready

Papers published in 
journals (e.g. AEA)

- World Governance 
Indicators

- Women, Business, 
and Law

https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/389
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/389
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/428
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/413
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/413
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/460
https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/catalog/460


What’s the process?

Submission

• Authors prepare 
and submit a 
package (code, 
data, 
documentation) 
through a short 
intake form.

Verification

• The team runs the 
code, checks the 
outputs, and issues 
a detailed report.

• Verification process 
is iterative and 
collaborative.

Publication*

• Verified packages 
are posted to the 
public repository 
with a 
reproducibility 
badge and 
permanent citation 
record.

* All data sources are fully documented. Data is only shared in the reproducibility package when terms of use and access rights allow. 



The Standard Every Package Must Meet

Computational reproducibility

A third party can reproduce the exact findings in the 
paper using the data, code, and documentation provided 

by the author



Reproducible Research Repository

https://reproducibility.worldbank.org 

https://reproducibility.worldbank.org/


Every entry is a permanent, citable digital object accompanied by detailed, searchable metadata.



Every verified paper, its reproducibility package, and its 
underlying data are interlinked - creating a connected 
record across World Bank repositories.

Every verified paper includes a reproducibility badge.



Research Verified and Published

364
 [78%]

62 
[13%]

42
[9%]

Packages published on RRR

PRWPs Flagships & Reports Journal Articles

Total: 452

*As of April 8, 2026



Issues Flagged During Verification

• 4 out of 5 reproducibility 
packages require 
modifications - either to the 
code, data, or manuscript

• Many require changes to the 
publication (often version 
control / copy-paste 
problems)



Tools and Trainings

• Hands-on trainings and custom tools 
build reproducibility capacity across 
WB research staff

• Open-source tools and protocols, free 
for any organization to adopt

• Raising the bar for how development 
research is done - at the World Bank 
and beyond

https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-
research-repository  

https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository
https://worldbank.github.io/wb-reproducible-research-repository


Authors Learn by Doing
Going through the reproducibility verification process once increases the quality of future 

reproducibility packages



Who Should Intern With Our Team?

• You are curious about international development research

• You want to understand what it takes to make research reproducible at the World 
Bank - not just in theory, but in practice

• You have sharp attention to detail and don't mind getting into messy packages - 
our packages are works in progress, and finding and fixing problems is the core of 
the work

• You care about research integrity and want your work to contribute to making 
development economics more transparent and credible



THANK YOU!
Questions?
asingh43@worldbank.org or 
reproducibility@worldbank.org 

https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources

Scan for our Resources

mailto:asingh43@worldbank.org
mailto:reproducibility@worldbank.org
https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources
https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources
https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources
https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources
https://bit.ly/wb-rrr-resources


Why Not Leave Reproducibility Verification To 
Journals?

• Most Policy Research Working Papers do 
not end up in journals that verify 
reproducibility

• Simple random sample of 100 Working 
Papers published in FY18

• After 5 years, 61 percent of PRWPs not 
published in a journal

• 9 percent published in journal with 
reproducibility requirement

• Only 3 percent in journals that verify 
reproducibility packages
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